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Industry News

Electric and gas
utilities ask for
rate increase
Minnesota’s largest electric and gas
utilities have asked state regulators to
allow them to raise energy prices. Xcel
Energy has asked the state’s Public
Utilities Commission to approve a $156
million, or 6.05 percent overall, electric
rate increase starting next year.
CenterPoint Energy also filed a request to
raise its annual revenue. It is asking for
an increase of $59.8 million, or an
average of 3.9 percent. The commission
will likely make its decisions in late 2009.
In the meantime, because the power
companies are entitled to higher interim
rates, Xcel will increase their rates by 6
percent and CenterPoint will increase
theirs by 3.4 percent beginning Jan. 2.
Source:  Star Tribune

Greener
Minnesota
Fresh on the heels of the 2008
elections, Minnesota Gov. Tim
Pawlenty wants Minnesota to embark
on a greener course in 2009. He said,
November 10, that he wants the state
legislature to back his Green Job
Investment Initiative to step up
support for renewable energy next year.
He plans to push for a series of tax
exemptions for companies that focus
on renewables or make building
components and manufacturing parts
that can be used for alternative energy. 
Source:  Electric Co-op Today

the development of new technology which will allow me to have the electric power I
need while meeting our national climate policy goals?

Affordability
Balancing electricity needs and environmental goals will be difficult. How much is all
this going to increase my electric bill and what will you do to make it affordable? 

You can help in this effort and make a real impact by telling members of congress your
story - why affordable electricity is important to you and your family. Tens of thousands
of electric cooperative members have done so already, and as a result more than 1.5
million messages have been sent to Congress, calling attention to our nation’s
impending electricity crisis. These three questions are the keys to our future. Please visit
www.ourenergy.coop today. Make your voice heard and help guide our policymakers.

continued from Page 1Our Energy, Our future

Rebates Available
Starting January 1 through February 28, 2009 the following residential rebates will be
honored. This requires the Energy Wise installation be completed by February 28, 2009 to
receive the rebate offers listed below. MVEC’s residential rebate program will be changing in
March 2009 and a complete listing of new rebate offerings will be available in the March
Electric Eye newsletter. 

Combining Energy Wise programs with rebate offers is a great money saving opportunity for
our member-owners. Rebate offers are available to members who sign up for an Energy Wise
program (excluding appliances). Complete rebate details, qualifications and applications are
available online at www.mvec.net - Save Energy & Money link - Rebates link. 

Air Conditioners - $30-$330 (depending on SEER rating)
Electric Garage Heaters - $136
Energy Star Appliances - $25/product
• Clothes washers
• Dehumidifiers
• Freezers
• Refrigerators

Heat Pumps
• Air Source Heat Pump 

(13 SEER or higher) - $500
• Ground Source Heat Pump - $200/ton

Resistive Heat - $15/kW
• Boilers
• Plenum heaters
• Cove heaters
• Baseboard heaters
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Board of Director Nominations Sought
As a member of MVEC, you have the opportunity to serve on the Board of Directors.
MVEC’s service area is divided into three districts. Below outlines the director elections
for June 2009. For more information, or if you are interested in being a candidate for
MVEC’s Board of Directors, please contact DeAnn Croatt by February 26, 2009 at 952-
492-8288 or 800-282-6832 or e-mail info@mvec.net. To be considered by the nominating
committee for a director position, you must adhere to the following:

1.  No member is eligible who is not a bona fide resident within MVEC’s service area.

2.  The member may not be employed by, or financially interested in a competing
enterprise or business selling electric energy or supplies.

3.  When joint membership is held by a husband/wife, either but not both may serve on
the cooperatives Board of Directors.

The following board members are eligible for re-election in June 2009.
District I District II District III

John Wagner (Incumbent)  Gordon Bates (Incumbent) Bob Hauer (Incumbent)
Tom Wolf (Incumbent)

Voting will take place by mail or at the annual meeting – see
future issues of the Electric Eye for details.

Did you know…
Prices for big-screen televisions are
dropping, but the cost of home
entertainment may still be going up.
That’s because that new big screen TV
you may be planning to buy will affect
your electric bills for years to come.  

Energy Star has new energy labeling for
TVs. The new standards will account
not only for the energy used while the
television is running but also how much
it drains while off. Newer models
remain in standby mode, and that
requires electricity. If all TVs sold in the
U.S. met the Energy Star requirement,
the savings in energy costs will grow to
about $1 billion annually, and
greenhouse gas emissions will be
reduced by the equivalent of about 1
million cars.

Type of TV Annual Cost
36" picture tube $50
40" LCD $55
56" rear-projection $65

08$DCL "25
50" plasma, 1080p $110

Source:  Environmental Protection Agency,
Energy StarDistrict I District II District III

Myron Boegeman Gordon Bates Jim Connelly
Roland Menke Tom Graham Bob Hauer
Lyle Lambrecht Michelle Morrison
John Wagner
Tom Wolf 

Current MVEC Board of Directors




